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Does it
matter what
1 believe?

Life can be confusing.

Especially regarding what to believe about the big questions: Is there a
God? Why am | here? Where am | going? There are so many choices in
religion these days and we are bombarded by different answers. What is
most confusing is that they all claim to be right — yet they all differ from
one another. Obviously they cannot all be right.

Even a quick glance at what some of the world’s major religions teach,
will show you that they have widely differing views. Some of them have
moral and ethical beliefs in common but they differ on major issues
such as who God actually is, how we should relate to Him, and what
He plans to do with us. Those are serious differences. The idea that all
roads ultimately lead to the same place sounds fine but it is not what
anyone wants to hear if they really want to get somewhere. Try it the
next time someone asks you for directions.

So what can you do about it?

You could throw up despairing hands and walk away because it is too
difficult or too much bother to sort out. That's one option, and it appeals
to the indolence that probably lurks in us all. But it is not really a good
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way to handle life’s biggest questions. After all, we are in this world for
an alarmingly brief stretch. Not to put too fine a point on it — we are
soon gone. So it is a good idea, if possible, to find out what happens
next. It is also a good idea to check whether what we do with our life
right now has any influence over what happens next for us.

In what follows we are going to move forward one small step at a time,
beginning with some thoughts on the likelihood of the existence of a
God to believe in. Then to think about which of the world’s religions is
most likely to be worshipping the real God. Finally, we will narrow the
field to which of those worshipping the real God, are doing it the way
He wants. | suggest this last group is the one that could arouse your
interest.

God is extremely likely

The chances of there not being a God are slim. Realistically, the odds
against life happening by chance are astronomical. Astronomer and
mathematician Sir Fred Hoyle calculated the odds at 1 chance in
1040.000- Such a number would take quite a few pages to write out in
full.  The scientific establishment is still very much in the realm of
theory when it comes to explaining how life began in our world.
Science is progressive by nature and has areas that are necessarily
speculative. We must be careful not to mistake its speculations for hard
facts. The origin of the universe billions of years ago from a ‘Big Bang’
seems like a credible explanation, but the concept wobbles when you
query where, before this universe burst into being, did all the material
that exploded come from — the non-existent universe? And where did
the force come from that made it explode? Sir Fred Hoyle coined the
term ‘Big Bang’ during a BBC radio broadcast back in 1950 as a
somewhat flippant term for an event he was not convinced happened.
Though it was author Terry Pratchett who targeted the flaw in Big Bang



theory with both insight and humour when he wrote ‘in the beginning
was nothing, which exploded’ ( Terry Pratchett: Lords and Ladies ).

Meeting the eternal

Creation, space and time all appear infinite. However far in space you
travel you cannot comprehend coming to its end. If it stops then what
lies beyond? However far back in time you go, you can always imagine
going back another twenty minutes. Whatever start is claimed for
creation, you can always ask what started that.

Whatever cause anyone puts forward to explain the origin of the
universe they will always need a cause for their cause, and then a
cause for that, ad infinitum. But realistically it has to stop somewhere.
Even in scientific circles it is believed that there must ultimately be a
cause at the root of all things that is eternal and doesn’t require
anything to have caused it. At the root of space, time and matter there
must be something eternal.

Evolutionary biology cannot account feasibly for the transition from
inert chemicals to living organisms. For inert matter to become alive is
a staggering leap for it to make, no matter how many billions of years
we give it. Two and two will never equal five no matter how many
billions of years we wait. Geneticist Michael Denton says the break
between the non-living and the living world ‘represents the most
dramatic and fundamental of all the discontinuities in nature.” The
difference between a living cell and even the most highly ordered non-
biological matter, say a crystal, “is a chasm as vast and absolute as it is
possible to conceive.” (Michael Denton: Evolution: A Theory in
Crisis).The transition from non-living to living matter is inconceivable
because of the vast chasm between them. The implications of this are
enormous. If it is inconceivable, it means that living matter must always
have existed. What this means is, whatever cause we might put forward
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The astonishing complexity of a
single living cell

for the existence of living matter it can never be something non-living.
And if something living caused it, then what else living caused that?
And if we go back far enough we will surely arrive at something living
that is eternal. And what, or who, might that be?

It’s the thought that counts

The most amazing thing about our existence is not our biology, it is our
consciousness. For us to occur by chance, non-living matter would not
only have to become alive, it would also have to become self-aware.
The chasm between a living organism, like a tree, and living, thinking
organisms like us, is vast. Consciousness, with all its attendant abilities
of reasoning and emotion, is far more than just the accumulation of



information about our environment. It defies being labelled as a purely
biological function. If awareness is just the storage and processing of
information computers would become self-aware.

It is not reasonable to believe that life could develop from non-living
matter. It is extremely doubtful, too, whether consciousness could
evolve from living matter! Conscious awareness is additional to basic
living matter. If we try to deduce where it came from, we will not find a
cause sufficient to account for it in either living or non-living matter. A
sensible conclusion is that it has always existed. So, if we go back far
enough we will arrive at something living and conscious which is
eternal. And that is extremely likely to be God. And to ask who made
God is to ask who made the eternal. The question itself is nonsense. It is
what students of philosophy know as a category error, like asking ‘what
colour is your opinion on this’?

Who is the true God?

It is far more likely that God exists than that He does not. But who is
He? Has He made Himself known to us in any way? If there is a God
who made the world and us, then it is fairly certain that He did it for a
good reason. A superior eternal intelligence is not likely to do pointless
things. So there must be a point to what He has done. And there would
be some point in making that point known to us. If we don’t know what
it is all about and what is expected of us, there might as well be no
God as far as we are concerned. If He has left us totally in the dark
about who He is and what He has in mind for us, then we are quite
justified in not believing in Him.

We might assume that there is a Creator from seeing the beauty and
complexity of nature. But nature does not identify God or say what His
plans for the world might be. Without some form of ‘signature’ the
creation is an anonymous work. So, of supreme importance to this
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issue of who is God, is the matter of communication. Do we have
anything that looks like it might be the kind of communication we
would expect from our Creator? Is there a message already in our hands
that tells us all we need to know about who He is and what He has in
mind for us, and that carries all the sure signs of authenticity?

Yes, there is!...

This illustration gives an overview of the major world religions, giving
the approximate size of each, which is subject, of course, to annual
fluctuations.
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Who has the Creator’s Message?

There is a bewildering array of major religions to choose from in the
world today. Especially when you consider that some of these sub-
divide into numerous sects. There have been over thirty new religious
movements since the start of the twentieth century. And if, before we
can come to a decision about who is right, we have to fully
comprehend every world religion with all its offshoots, and all the
minor religions and ideologies of the world, it would probably take us
more than a lifetime! We would spend our entire lives seeking a truth
that might always lie over the next horizon.

The culture factor

It could also be argued that to understand and fully appreciate a
religion we should grow up in it, or live for some time in the culture
from which it derives. Only then are we equipped to critique it with any
credibility. From this it might be argued that religion is primarily a
cultural phenomenon. We take on the religion of our culture because,
in some cases, it is the only religion we come into contact with. Where
does that leave the notion that one Creator, God, gave His one true
message to the world? His truth would certainly need to cross cultural
boundaries and be accessible to all. But perhaps it once did meet these
requirements and some cultures shut it out.

Narrowing the field

We would rightly be sceptical of a religion that appeared on the scene
just a few weeks ago, with a brand new message, claiming to be the
one true faith. We would expect a communication from our Creator to
have been around for a considerable time so that all generations had
the opportunity to learn about it. Also, if this new religion subsequently
attracted no more that ten adherents and never influenced anyone
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beyond a five-mile radius, we would dismiss it as irrelevant. We would
expect our true Creator’s message to be widespread. We can use these
two important and reasonable criteria to narrow the field considerably
because only four of the world’s religions meet them.

Buddhism has to be discounted even though it has around 376 million
adherents world-wide because its roots go back only around sixteen
hundred years, and because its writings don’t actually claim to be from
our Creator God. We would expect our Creator to identify Himself in a
true communication. Buddhism has its roots in Hinduism, which is one
of the four we will be looking at. The other three are Islam, Christianity
and Judaism. The reason for the inclusion of Judaism, even though it
has only fifteen million adherents, will become clear as we progress. To
dismiss almost all of the world’s religions, and narrow the field to one,
as we intend to do, is going to appear staggeringly superficial.
Unfortunately, that cannot be avoided in a booklet of this size. You are
asked to appreciate that what follows is a condensation of much
research. You can follow through with your own research if you want to
get the bigger picture for yourself. It may seem cavalier to dismiss the
beliefs of millions at a stroke, but we need to be pragmatic.

A look at the big four - narrowing the field again

The major religions of the world each have writings that are holy or
special to them and which they consider to have come from a higher
being or realm. The Christians have the Bible; the Jews — the Jewish
Bible (the Tanakh); the Moslems — the Koran; the Hindus — the Vedas,
Upanishads and Sanskrit epics. These four religions and their offshoots
account for the beliefs of over five billion people worldwide. They all
differ in their message. Which of them is most likely to be from our true
Creator? Which one gives us the truth about creation and its purpose?
We'll take Hinduism first.



Hinduism

The Hindus have a creation God known as Vishnu. He made his
entrance from a giant lotus flower that appears in the navel of a being
called Brahma. When this occurred, Brahma was resting in the endless
coils of a giant cobra that was floating on a vast dark ocean. Allegorical
it may be; scientifically credible it certainly is not. The Hindu sacred
texts also contain a description of the world as flat and carried on the
heads of numerous elephants. There are many divergent schools of
thought in Hinduism, and they disagree among themselves as to the
authority of their own texts. Looked at objectively, the collective Hindu
scriptures seem far from being what we would expect as a
communication from God our true Creator.

Three books with common roots

This leaves us with the Koran, the Jewish Scriptures and the Christian
Bible as the most likely communications - three books that actually
have much in common! Islam and Christianity both have their
beginnings in the Jewish religion. The Christian Bible’s Old Testament is
taken directly from the Jewish Scriptures, and the Koran makes copious
allusions to both. Let’s turn our attention to these three, beginning with
Islam.



Islam is one of the newest of the world religions. Its prophet
Mohammed produced the Koran early in the seventh century AD.
Muslims claim that the Koran supersedes the Scriptures of Judaism and
Christianity, which they assert have been corrupted, whereas the Koran
is reckoned to be pure. The Koran contains a creation account which
makes reference to an eight day creation comprising two days for the
creation of the earth, four days for the creation of mountains and of
food, then a further two days for the creation of seven heavens, which
until then had been but smoke (Sura 41.8-11). No mention here of the
creation of mankind. This appears elsewhere, and differs from the
Genesis account in the Jewish-Christian Scriptures that we have to bring
into the picture at this point.

There are obvious points of conflict between the Koran and the older
Jewish Scriptures. This is a problem for Muslims because the Koran itself
testifies to the validity of the Jewish-Christian Scriptures. Wherever the
Koran conflicts with the Bible, the Koran is claimed to be true and the
Bible corrupted. Muslims claim that originally there were no
discrepancies with the Jewish-Christian Scriptures, and that these
discrepancies are simply evidence of human tampering with the older
writings. This is how they account for what would otherwise be errors in
the Koran.

Two things are worrying about this. First, the Jewish Scribes were
known for being meticulous when making copies of their Scriptures.
They protected them with a fanatical zeal. Secondly, we might
reasonably ask when did this alleged tampering occur - before or after
the arrival on the scene of the Koran? If before, then the Koran lends
support to the Jewish Scriptures of the day which were already corrupt!
If afterwards, then there is no evidence for it in the manuscripts and
fragments that are the source material for the Old Testament and which
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date from both before and after the Koran. Such questions are also valid
regarding the New Testament Scriptures where conflicts with the Koran
are also put down to corruption. The many thousands of pieces of
source material from before and after the Koran show no evidence of
the claimed tampering.

Another explanation for the differences is that somehow the Jewish-
Christian Scriptures were subsequently tampered with or replaced by
other versions after the Koran appeared. Knowing the reverence the
caretakers of the documents have had through the ages makes that
extremely unlikely. Also, if there had been tampering, we would expect
new finds of old documents, such as the Dead Sea Scrolls, to show
marked differences with the ones we already have. But the variations
are minor, and in grammatical structure rather than meaning. The
indications are that the truth more likely rests with the older documents
and the older religion. It seems highly unlikely that our Creator would
leave it until some time in the seventh century AD to tell us the real
truth about Himself and His creation.

The twenty-four books of the Jewish Scriptures are identical to the
thirty-nine books of the Christian Old Testament. Orthodox Judaism
dates back to around the nineteenth century BC — that is nearly four
thousand years back. The religion began with the patriarch Abraham,
whose family grew over time to become the nation of Israel. But as the
first book of the Jewish Scriptures sets out, Abraham was by no means
the first worshipper of God. The God of Abraham is shown as the
Creator — God who made the world. The opening chapters of Genesis
give us a description of six days of creation which are free from the kind
of fantasising we would expect from an account originally recorded
three and a half thousand years ago. When we consider the general
state of human knowledge back then regarding the creation of the
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world — myths of fabulous proportion — the plausibility of the creation
account in Genesis is unrivalled. It is clearly not a fanciful allegory. It is
a bold description of what happened when God created the world.
And, as scientific knowledge grows, the account still holds good.

Almost...

So, in the Jewish Scriptures we have a book that almost meets all the
criteria for being a communication from God, the Creator. It is the
oldest and most credible communication we have. But we have to say,
‘almost meets the criteria’” because of the book’s limited status as a
worldwide communication. Admittedly, the Jews are scattered across
the world, but fifteen million adherents is small. And Judaism is not an
international religion in the fullest sense because of its cultural
restraints — it is primarily for Jews.

We would expect a communication from a God to the people of His
world to transcend cultural boundaries. But, actually, we are told that
was the original idea behind the communication given to Israel. God's
declared intention with the Jews was that through them the whole
world would remain in touch with His plan for the human race. They
were to be His beacons to the world: ‘Then all peoples of the earth shall
see that you are called by the name of the LORD...” (Deuteronomy
28.10). But they simply did not rise to the occasion. Their own
Scriptures contain, among other things, the sad story of how that
happened.

But we should not reject the Jewish Scriptures on the basis that the Jews
became excessively parochial. Something happened to counter that.
The Jewish Scriptures became the Old Testament of the Christian Bible
and crossed cultural boundaries as part of a truly worldwide religion.
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The Christian religion is fundamentally Jewish. Lose sight of that and
you lose sight of the message. It is Jewish because it is based on the
hope of a saviour for the world who is promised in the Jewish
Scriptures. God promised that a Jew would be born who would be a
Messiah, a Saviour who is able to put right what went wrong in the
beginning of creation when Adam failed. Back in the first century AD
many Jews believed Jesus to be the one promised. He fitted the
requirements perfectly and the timing of his appearance matched the
prophecies too. But the religious authorities turned against him, had
him killed and systematically undermined belief among the Jews that he
was the one promised.

But the non-Jewish peoples in the Roman world at that time accepted
Jesus. In their thousands, they reasoned that Jesus must be the Messiah
promised in the Jewish books. They studied the books and came to treat
them as the Old Testament (the old covenant or agreement between
God and the Jewish people), because a New Testament appeared, (a
new covenant or agreement between God and mankind generally),
which was centred on the life and teachings of Christ, the Jewish
Messiah.

So where does this leave us with regard to the Jewish Scriptures being a
true communication from God? Well, that doesn’t change. They are still
the front runners. Which leaves the Jews still waiting for their Messiah
and leaves the rest of the world waiting with them? No, not at all. We
have to take account of the fact that the Jewish Scriptures predicted
exactly what would happen to the Messiah when He came. He would
be rejected, they said. His own people would kill him, they said. The
non-Jewish peoples would accept him, they said.
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So the New Testament, which describes the life, death and resurrection
of the promised Saviour exactly as foretold, is extremely likely to be the
natural outcome of and complement to the Old Testament — which is
why they are now bound together in the Christian Bible. (For more
information on the Christian Bible we suggest you go to another
booklet in this series, entitled ‘The Bible — a book for today’, which
outlines how it came to us and why we can trust it as God’s Word.)

Nearly there

The complete Christian Bible tells us all the things we would most
expect to hear from our Creator. It tells us who created us, when and
how it happened, why the world is how it is, what purpose the Creator
has with the world, and how we can be a part of that purpose if we
choose to be.

The message (gospel or good news) in a nutshell

The Christian Bible, the most likely message from our Creator God,
shows His basic message to be as follows:

Mankind, created by a loving God for lives of joy and peace in a
perfect world, disobeyed Him and reaped the consequences
(Genesis chapters 1-3).

Adam’s disobedience brought the curse of death and decay on
everything in the world (Romans chapter 5).

But God provided a way back, and promised that the world
would one day be perfect. He promised to send a second Adam
(a title used of Jesus Christ in the New Testament) who would
succeed where the first failed, and for him God would reverse the
sentence of death and decay (I Corinthians chapter 15).
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God has promised places in this perfect world, His Kingdom, to
all those who put their faith in the second Adam rather than
remain allied to the first Adam (I Corinthians chapter 15).

Because mankind is spiritually handicapped by the sin-prone
legacy of the first Adam, God extends His grace to all who
associate themselves with the second Adam; and who wait
patiently for his coming and the establishment of the promised
perfect world (Psalm 37; Isaiah chapter 65; 2 Peter chapter 3;
Revelation chapter 21).

If you have reservations about Adam and Eve being real people,

then it is clear from various references in the New Testament that
Jesus and the apostles thought they were.

But which is the right version of Christianity?

Having arrived at the conclusion that the God who created us is the
God and Father of the Saviour Jesus, this still leaves us with a problem.
Nowadays there is not just one form of Christianity. There are many
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different denominations, each with a different understanding of
Christianity, and all of them claim to teach the truth. We are almost
back where we started with so many different religions to pick from.
They cannot all be right!

The present state of the Christian religion is the result of two thousand
years of change — change not only in the practices and rituals, but also
to the fundamental doctrines and attitudes. Few would deny the fact of
this change. Historically there can be little doubt that most forms of
Christianity practised today are far removed from its first century
beginnings. But there is the widest difference of opinion over the cause
and desirability of this change.

Change started back in the first century AD when the original founding
apostles were alive. Some of their letters contain warnings about the
state of affairs that was developing: ‘I marvel that you are turning away
so soon from him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different
gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and
want to pervert the gospel of Christ’ (Galatians 1.6,7).

History repeats itself

The original adherents to the Christian Bible went sadly down the same
slippery path as the adherents to the Jewish Bible. The cause could
even be said to have come from the same quarter. Hellenistic (Greek)
influences played a part in lessening the Jewish grip on the foundation
truths of their Scriptures. Layers of tradition also began to build up,
obscuring the truth. Those same influences diluted and all but
destroyed original Christianity. The Apostle Paul referred to it as
‘philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of
men’ (Colossians 2.8). Plato’s notion of the immortality of the soul
replaced the Biblical truth of our mortality. Yes, the Bible actually
teaches that we are mortal — see Acts chapter two regarding David, a
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famous king of Israel who many Christians will say has gone to heaven
— but the Apostle Peter didn’t think so! Beliefs such as the immortality
of the soul and heaven going at death are the result of ‘developed’
Christianity. A host of traditions also served to obscure the simple
Christian truths.

A succession of leaders of the Christian church took the simple truths
of Christ and his followers and developed them into what are esteemed
by many now to be ‘better’ and ‘greater” truths. But these ‘new’ truths
are in many cases the exact opposites of the original truths from which
they were developed. So clearly something is wrong. And what is
wrong is that they have presumed too much by claiming to have
improved on the truths which God and Christ have disclosed. Could
we really have improved on the Christianity of Jesus Christ himself?

A remarkable test!

To find true Christianity we have to reverse the developments and push
aside the tradition. The quickest and surest way to do this is go to the
Bible and see what it actually says. But if that is not quick enough for
you, the Bible comes to our aid with a remarkable short cut to the truth.
The Apostle John, in one of his New Testament letters, gives this advice:

‘Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether
they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into
the world. By this you know the spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and
every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is not of God" (1 John 4.1-3).

The word “spirit” in these verses is synonymous with truth. We are to test
for truth to discover who has it and who does not; who is therefore in
agreement with God and who is not. John says those who have the
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truth will be those who acknowledge that Christ came in the flesh.
Simple enough test, isn’t it? But the outcome of such a test is startling. It
puts almost the entire Christian world in the wrong! It does this because
it puts the doctrine of the Trinity in place of original Bible teaching.

The mystical conundrum known as the Trinity, in which God is deemed
to be Three Persons in One and One Person in Three is a piece of
‘developed’ Christianity that was introduced after the time of the
apostles. Nowhere is it stated in the Christian Bible, but the claim is
that it can be ‘derived’ from it. We do not have to derive the fact that
‘God is One” and has no other god with Him, because these things are
plainly stated:

‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is
one’ (Deuteronomy 6.4).

‘Thus saith the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the
LORD of hosts: | am the First, and | am the Last; besides me there
is no God’ (Isaiah 44.6).

‘For there is one God and one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus’ (1 Timothy 2.5).

Your search is over

The Christadelphians (from two Greek words meaning brethren in
Christ) who have produced this booklet, are a group of Christians who
hold fast to undeveloped first century Christianity. We believe that Jesus
Christ, although the Son of God through his miraculous birth of the
Holy Spirit, was born of Mary and therefore of flesh-and-blood human
nature. We also reject all other forms of developed Christianity as
shown by this series of booklets.
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Yes, it really does matter!

The purpose of this booklet is to answer the question: does it matter
what we believe? Well, yes, of course it does, if we don’t want to waste
our brief lives. If we want to be part of something bigger, something
eternal, then we should be keen to find out where the truth is.

It's often said that life is a journey. We're all travelling somewhere at a
rate of exactly sixty minutes per hour. The journey on average measures
a distance of about eighty years. But when you think about this, it’s a
journey that most people aren’t in a hurry to finish! Our life’s journey is
unusual in this respect. Usually when we're travelling, we can't wait to
get to our destination.

But very few people are keen to get to the end of their life’s journey!
Not many are eagerly saying, “Are we there yet?” That's because for so
many the end of the road is a big unknown, they don’t know for sure
where they are going. And that thought can put a dark cloud over their
whole journey. So, not only is the destination uncertain and a little
worrying, the trip itself is not exactly enjoyable.

That's why it matters so much that we sort out the truth about where we
are going as soon as possible. Because unless and until we do that, the
strongest possibility is that we are going nowhere. Life will simply end
one day. We will have missed out on the Creator’s communication
telling us what life is all about and where it can take us. He certainly
doesn’t want that for us. He doesn’t want you to waste the life that He
has given you. And neither should you want that for yourself. Surely
nobody does.

There’s a verse in the Bible that says: ‘He who gets wisdom loves his
own soul; he who cherishes understanding prospers’ (Proverbs 19.8
New International Version). What that means is this:
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making yourself truly wise by searching out the wisdom
of God (by looking into His message to us) is the very
best thing you can do for yourself.

So be kind to yourself.
Don't waste your life.
Make your life worthwhile and purposeful.

It is actually possible to travel along life’s journey happily and to
experience it as the route to a place you really want to go. And you
won't be fooling yourself, giving yourself a pleasant delusion just to
make your life seem meaningful; you will be truly wise to the reality of
meaningful life now, and to the reality of what lies beyond life. Nothing
in your life is really more important than sorting this out, is it?

It is hoped that the thoughts in this booklet have been helpful in your
search, and have helped to motivate you in your desire to find the
truth. God wants us to accept His gracious offer of salvation through
Jesus and to be a part of His plan for the world. He has given us the
Bible to show us that He is a loving, caring Creator who wants us to
know Him, to understand Him — and even to love Him:

‘For God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” (ohn3.16)
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