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Archaeology

Archaeology - ‘The study of human antiquities - usually as discovered by
excavation.” (Chambers English Dictionary)

THE AIM OF this special edition of Light on Archaeology is to point the reader to
the wealth of information that has literally been unearthed by the spades of patient,
dedicated people which helps to confirm the historical accuracy of the Bible -
God’s Word. Many sites exist in the lands mentioned in the Bible where artifacts of
various kinds reveal the life and customs of the people who lived there centuries
earlier.

The Bible has been ridiculed and dismissed in recent times as inaccurate and
unreliable. However, students of Biblical Archaeology have found that as the
science of archaeology becomes more sophisticated, much more evidence is
coming to light regularly that says just the opposite! Finds have been made that
show us how historically accurate God’s Word really is.

For those of us who have been privileged to visit Israel, God’s Land, it is
thrilling to look down and examine the shaft that Joab climbed up to take the city
of Jebus (later Jerusalem) for King David.' It is exciting to wade through ng
Hezekiah’s tunnel, from the spring of Gihon to the pool of Siloam (Silwan).” It is
fascinating to examine the actual scrolls found at Qumran by the Dead Sea and to
walk around the Citadel of Jerusalem, the remains of Herod’s fortress palace where
Christ was paraded, mocked and then condemned by Pilate.

All of these places give us visible evidence of the accuracy of the Biblical record.

The following series of articles is only a small sample of the information avail-
able, but, hopefully, the object will be achieved to direct the reader to further
studies of the deeper truths revealed in the Bible.

So with your Bible in hand, you are invited to examine the evidence to see
whether the work of the archaeologist confirms or denies God’s Word.

'2 Sam 5.7-9; 1 Chronicles 11.5-7 "2 Kings 20.20 Luke 23.1-25
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LIGHT ON ANEW WORLD

The Dig at Beth Shean

e

Beth Shean
IN THE BACKGROUND of the picture is the 80 metre (263 feet) high Tel of Beth-
Shean, one of the oldest cities in Bible Lands. The remains of 20 layers of settle-
ment have been found going back more than 3,000 years BC. The Israelites failed
to conquer the city in Joshua’s time,' and the fortified town was still under
Philistine control in the time of Saul, the first king of Israel. When Saul and his sons
were slain in battle their bodies were hung on the walls of this city by the victors.”

-8 s ‘
Archaeological dig at

Beth-shean is included in the cities of Solomon’s kingdom.” When the Greek
empire dominated the area the city was known as Scythopolis. Pliny, the Roman
author who lived in the first century AD mentions the city in his writings. It was
one of the cities in the Roman province of Decapolis which was visited by Jesus.’

The city was further developed by the Romans and all around the ancient Tel
the archaeologists are busy uncovering this large city that was devastated by an
earthquake. A recent find is a mosaic featuring the picture of a zebra, an animal
not found in Israel. Work continues on the site and who knows what may yet be
uncovered?

\Joshua 17.16; Judges 1.27 I Samuel 31.6-13 I Kings 4.12 "Mark 7.31
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Egypt - at the time of Moses

THE ILLUSTRATION SHOWS a brick made from clay and strengthened with straw; this
was a manufacturing method employed in Egypt over 1,000 years before Christ. To
pander to the pride and arrogance of
the king for whom it was made, it
bears the sovereign seal of Pharaoh
Rameses II who became obsessed
with the desire to create memorials
of himself for posterity. We are
reminded of the scriptural account in
Exodus chapters 1 and 5, because it
was the Israelitish slaves who under-
No ordinary brick! took many building works for
Pharaoh under difficult conditions,

It is generally thought that Rameses II was the ruler who used Israelitish labour

to build the treasure cities of Pithom and Raamses' and also the one ruling at the

* time that Moses led his people’s exodus from Egypt towards the promised land.

This brick reminds us of times past when God has used His power to save His

people; a feat which will be repeated preparatory to the establishment of God’s
kingdom on earth.’ ‘

Egyptian tomb paintig Shéing brick aking

'Exodus 1.11 'Jeremiah 30.10,11



LIGHT ONANEW WORLD

The ‘House of David’

AT TEL DAN in upper Galilee in Northern
Israel a fragment of an inscription on
basalt stone has been uncovered. It was
part of the paving near the entrance of the
outer gate of the ancient city of Dan. In 1992,
in order to tidy up the site for presentation to
visitors, a heap of debris was removed which
dated from the time of the Assyrian destruc-
tion of the city by Tiglath-pileser III - no doubt a
legacy of his campaign against northern Israel.
Unexpectedly, a hitherto unknown gateway to the
city was uncovered. The entrance led to a courtyard
where stood a low stone platform large enough to take a
throne. This possibly marked the place where the king
would sit on ceremonial occasions. The Scriptures allude to
such a custom when Ahab king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king
of Judah sat in the gate of Samaria.’

The inscription is a section of a victory stela (commemorative
stone) about the conquests of one of the kings of Aram, record- 3. House of David’
ing the defeat of his foes sometime in the 9th century BC. The inscription
inscription is written in Aramaic (a language closely related to
early Hebrew) and is unique because it is the first reference found outside the Bible
to “The House of David.” The conquests recorded on the stone are related to the
events written in the first book of Kings, where we read that Asa, king of Judah,
bribed king Ben-hadad to go to war with Baasha, king of Israel.’

When Israel recaptured the city of Dan, possibly after Ahab king of Israel’s
defeat by Ben-Hadad as described in 1 Kings 20, this Aramean victory stela could
well have been destroyed by the Jews and its fragments used in the construction of
the area surrounding the entrance gate to the city. It had lain there for many cen-
turies until it was uncovered in 1993 by a team of Israeli archaeologists who are
now eagerly searching for the other pieces. Who knows what may yet be found to
add to this confirmation of the Biblical records.

This find has also prompted the re-examination of other inscriptions, and it has
now been suggested that the famous Moabite Stone (see page 6) which describes
the rebellion of Mesha king of Moab, against Israel, also goes on to describe an
attack on the kingdom of Judah. In a poorly preserved portion of this Moabite
stone is probably another reference to ‘Beth David’ or the house of David which
was a way of describing the kings of Judah."

2 Kings 15.29 I Kings 22.10 1 Kings 151620 1 Kings 12.19; Isaiah 7.13; Jeremiah 21.12

4



Ophir

‘GOLD FROM OPHIR FOR
BETH-HORON 30 SHEKELS’

is the translation of this inscription on
a potsherd that was found in 1946 at
Tel Qasileh (north east of Tel Aviv).

The exact location of Ophir
remains a mystery, although there
have been many ideas put forward by
Bible students. Flavius Josephus (38-
100 AD), the Jewish historian, linked
Ophir with India and it is possible to
show that from the second millennium
BC there was a busy sea trade taking
place between the Persian Gulf and
India. The link with India is further
strengthened by the fact that all the com-
modities mentioned in 1 Kings 10 verses 11 and 22 were found in ancient India.
Others have made a connection with Sofula in Eastern Africa, called by the Arabs
Zofar or Zofaal. The same name is rendered elsewhere Sophara which does not
require much alteration to make it read (S)YOPH(A)IR(A). It has also been
pointed out that Burma is a country which affords all the products named, ‘Almug
trees [sandalwood], precious stones, gold, silver, ivory, apes and peacocks.”

Ophir Potsherd

Ophir must have been a considerable journey away from Solomon’s port at
Ezion-geber on the Gulf of Agaba (near today’s Eilat), for the return journey
seems to have taken ‘three years’ to complete.

The quantities of gold from Ophir imported into Judah were sizeable - ‘And they
came to Ophir and fetched from thence gold, four hundred and twenty talents...” and
‘Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents
of refined silver to overlay the walls of the houses....”

Almost 200 years later God, through the prophet Isaiah, refers to the fame of
Ophir by saying ‘7 will mak}e a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than
the golden wedge of Ophir.’

The oldest book in the Bible, Job, refers to the gold of Ophir twice and perhaps
the significance of Job’s reference to wisdom being more valuable than the gold of
Ophir*should not be overlooked by the Bible student.

All the references to Ophir at one time pointed to a place that did not seem to
exist but the finding of this tablet by the archaeologists not only tells us it existed
but confirms again the accuracy of God’s Word.

'1 Kings 10.11,22 "1 Kings 9.28; 1 Chronicles 29.4 Isaiah 13.12  “Job 22.24 and 28.16
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Moab

THIS STONE WAS discovered in 1868. It was found in the
land of Moab and was carved with an inscription
which its finder, a man named Klein, recognised as
being important. He had insufficient funds to pur-
chase the stone and had to go to Europe to raise
them. While he was away, the Arabs broke the
stone into pieces, so they could make more money
out of the deal. (They did the same thing with
some of the Dead Sea Scrolls). Fortunately, a
Frenchman, M. Clermont-Ganneau had the good
sense to take an impression, so that they were
able to piece the stone together correctly and
decipher its message.

The language in which the inscription is
written is very similar to Biblical Hebrew, and
the events it records supplement most remark-
ably the record from I Kings chapter 16 to 2
Kings chapter 3. Both tell how that during the
reigns of Omri and Ahab, Moab was tributary to
Israel, but that after the death of Ahab, Mesha
king of Moab rebelled. Mesha records on this
stone that after this time, he was able to defeat
Jehoram in several battles and rid the land of
him. The Moabite Stone

The actual words are:
‘Now the men of God had always dwelt in the land of Ataroth, and the
King of Israel had built Ataroth for them: but I fought against the town
and took it and slew all the people of the town as satiation for Chemosh
and Moab.’

Moab’s fortresses and her cities were restored and made stronger. Her earlier
defeats were explained as being due to the anger of her gods.

The stone records the name of Israel’s God, Yahweh. The inscription does
contain one error. It boasts that as a result of Moab’s victories ‘Israel perished for
ever’. Many a nation has wished for the destruction of Israel as a nation, but it is a
wish that will never be fulfilled. The proof of this is a marvellous story indeed and
a separate study.

If we compare the events related to the stone with the Bible record, we see
again the truth of the Word of God. It is all the more important when we realise
that our knowledge of Moab is so small and yet one of the few incidents recorded
about her can be proved in this way.



Tel Mardikh

HAVE YOU HEARD of the empire of Ebla? It is not surprising if you have not - for
modern history text books make no references to this kingdom, which existed from
approximately 2,300 BC to 1,700 BC.

In fact, only students of ancient Middle East history are likely to have come across
the name of Ebla, and even then, only in passing - not realising the extent and power
of this empire which stretched around the shores of the eastern Mediterranean for
nearly 600 years. Now the re-writing of our history books will again be necessary to
fill the gaps in our knowledge of the past; for there has been a remarkable archaeo-
logical discovery in Syria between Aleppo and Damascus, on the site of Tel Mardikh.

On this site of a 4,000 year old fortification, perhaps the most remarkable ‘find’ of
the century has been uncovered - 18,000 fired clay and rock tablets relating to the
economy, administration and international dealings of this once great empire of Ebla.

Popular history of the third millennium BC is taught with little regard for the
Biblical account of the customs, manners, social behaviour and level of education
of the people of this period.

Part of the Tel Mardikh library



LIGHT ONANEW WORLD

Now for the first time it appears that there exists a record contemporary with
the Biblical account of the times, and so different is the picture it reveals from that
of accepted historical suppositions, that the linguist in charge of the tablets, Dr.
Pettinato, has claimed that this discovery calls for a fundamental revision of third
millennium BC culture and history.

The tablets were discovered in some out-buildings of a palace situated within
the vast fortifications around the top of the tel. Many of the buildings, due to their
solid roofs of some two feet in thickness, are intact and free of debris. Most of the
walls are plastered a grey-green colour, with murals in good condition. The two
rooms in which the tablets were discovered had been shelved with wood but, due
to time and the weight of the tablets, this shelving had collapsed with some break-
ages; but the tablets, many containing 3,000 lines of cuneiform writing, are in read-
able condition.

The tablets tell of an ‘empire’ and name many areas under the control of Ebla,
such as Sinai, Assyria, Lebanon, Cyprus, Carchemish, Lachish, Gaza, Hazor and
others. Bible students will readily recognise that a number of these names appear
in the Old Testament record and it is interesting to note that of the three languages
of the tablets, an hitherto unknown tongue, closely resembling Hebrew is prevalent
and many common names recorded by the people of Ebla are easily recognisable
to Bible readers.

AB-RA-MU - (ABRAM)
E-SA-UM : (ESAU)
IS-MA-EL - (ISHMAEL)
IS-RA-EL ’ (ISRAEL)
MI-KA-EL - (MICHAEL)
MI-KA-YAH - (MICAIAH)
YE-RU-SA-LU-UM - (JERUSALEM)

Further, many common Ebla words are the same as Hebrew, such as ‘and’
(WA), ‘perfect’ (TAMMIN), ‘fall’ (NAPAL) and ‘good’ (TOB).

Perhaps most interesting of all are the quite extensive descriptions of the
Creation and of the Flood, so often derided by modern historians.

The tablets are being translated and published and their contents will be invalu-
able in enlarging our understanding of the world of 2,000 BC; for they reveal a
sophisticated system of international and civil law, including treaties of trade between
Ebla and her neighbours within the framework of political agreements. These have
been likened to the present-day Treaty of Rome between the EC members.

In addition, long lists of zoological, geographic and mathematical material have
been found and there are weather forecasts in some meteorological texts. Records
were made of visiting Mesopotamian scribes and mathematicians.



TEL MARDIKH

Proverbs and literary works are also preserved, including a set of bilingual
tablets for the purpose of teaching translation, besides thousands of matching
words. There seems no doubt that the tablets of Tel Mardikh contain the world’s
oldest vocabulary lists - a source of no little consternation to students of ancient
languages; for it is widely held that Biblical Hebrew is an evolved language, used
during the first millennium BC. Isaiah, the Hebrew prophet however, had indicated
that his language was ‘the language of Canaan’, " and the Tel Mardikh tablets now
support the Biblical reference - Hebrew has now to be recognised as one of the
world’s oldest languages (and perhaps the language spoken by Noah, Canaan being
the grandson of Noah through Ham).’

Interesting for Bible students is the fact that the Bible records that Abram,
together with his father Terah, left the city of Ur in souther3n Mesopotamia to go
into Canaan. They travelled as far as Haran and dwelt there. Haran was some 300
miles north east from the site at Tel Mardikh and appears to be named after Haran,
Abram’s brother. On his journey to Canaan, Abram in all probability, passed
through Tel Mardikh, the then centre of trade and commerce, and of course, the
language of Abram would be that of Ebla and of Canaan.

The other two languages written in cuneiform and discovered at Tel Mardikh are
Sumerian and Akkadian. It had previously been assumed that these were the earli-
est cuneiform languages, developed in east and south Mesopotamia and the possi-
bility that Syrian and Canaanite communications existed in cuneiform had been
ruled out (with the exception of Ugaritic texts). But the Tel Mardikh tablets now
reveal Sumerian scripts pre-dating those found in eastern Mesopotamia - throwing
accepted theories of language origins to the winds.

The Akkadian scripts found at Tel Mardikh refer mainly to the later period of
the history of Ebla. One of the deities worshipped at Mardikh was Marduk or the
Merodak of the Bible. It appears to be basically the same name as Nimrod, the
‘mighty hunter before the Lord’ mentioned in Genesis. Nimrod, who founded the
city of Babel, appears to have been deified and the cult continued long after Ebla
had ceased. The main consonants of Nimrod are M R D, hence:-

NiM RoD
MaR Dikh
MeRoDak

Tel Mardikh was then the place of worship for Mardikh.

The finds of Tel Mardikh and the empire of Ebla, have so far only revealed con-
firmation of the scriptural narrative.
'Isaiah 19.18 "Genesis 10.6 'Genesis 11.31,32 ‘Genesis 11.27 Genesis 10.9
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Assyria

THE KINGDOM OF Israel under David and Solomon had been divided in the days of
Solomon'’s son Rehoboam, and had become two kingdoms - the kingdom of Israel
in the north, made up of ten of the original twelve tribes, with Samaria as its capital
city; and the kingdom of Judah in the south, made up
of the other two tribes with Jerusalem still as the
capital.

In the northern kingdom of Israel there were no
good kings at all and during the reigns of kings like
Ahab and his wicked wife Jezebel, idolatry flour-
ished and corruption increased. Eventually the
kingdom fell before the might of Assyria.

The Black Obelisk was discovered by Henry
Layard in 1845 and describes the campaigns of
Shalmanezer III of Assyria who reigned at about
850 BC.

The scenes depicted show tribute being paid to
the great Assyrian monarch and actually show
Jehu,' bowing before the king in the presence of
his officers. The tribute consists of silver, gold, a
golden bowl, a golden vase and cups, gold
buckets, tin, a royal staff and fruit. The photo-
graph on the next page shows the particular
panels from the second row of the obelisk.

There is a dark patch underneath the kneel-
ing figure of Jehu which has been caused by the
hundreds of visitors to the British Museum who
have pointed to the panel and polished the
stone.

Hezekiah was one of the good kings of the
southern kingdom of Judah. During his reign,
Sennacherib invaded Israel. The Assyrians then
came against Judah. Hezekiah, in consultation
with his ministers decided to make sure that if The Black Obelisk

2 Kings 10.31-33
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ASSYRIA

Panel from the Black Obelisk

the invaders came against Jerusalem, they would find difficulty in getting an ade-
quate water supply. At the same time, it was important to ensure Jerusalem had a
good water supply.
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